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1899-1902 in speech nor in policy, up till the outbreak of war, was there any
Age 47-50 materiai divergence between him and his leader. ' On 17th June
Campbell-Bannerman had affirmed on the platform, and on 28th
June had reaffirmed in Parliament, that there was nothing in his
view to justify military preparations. On 2nd September, Asquith,
addressing some constituents at Leven, endorsed these declarations
in language almost identical with his Chief *s :
" There is nothing in the situation, delicate and even dangerous as it
has become, which cannot and ought not to be safely solved by firm and
prudent diplomacy. . . . Holding this view, I for one am not alarmed
by the irresponsible clamours which we hear from some familiar quarters
for war. I do not believe, I cannot believe, that anything has occurred,
or is threatened, to bring us even within a measurable distance of a
catastrophe which would be a reproach to statesmanship, a calamity to
civilisation, and an almost incalculable disaster to South Africa."
This had been preceded by a judicial review of the situation, in
whose unprovocative language the sharpest ear could hardly detect
the rumble of the big Imperial drum.
In the sentiments expressed by Asquith in this speech, Campbell-
Bannerman fully concurred. And later, when the ultimatum came,
his leader and he were in agreement that it made war inevitable.
Both joined in voting the Government Supplies ; both abstained
from supporting an amendment to the Address " disapproving of
the conduct of the negotiations which had involved us in hostilities
with the South African Republic," to which 135 of the Opposition,
including Mr. Labouchere and Mr. Lloyd George, subscribed. While
neither of them had admired the tone and method of Chamberlain's
proceedings, both held that the ultimatum had forced war on this
country, and that a time when the ink on it was not yet dry was not
an opportune one for stressing the mistakes, however glaring, which
had gone before. On one point indeed they did differ even at this
stage. Three days after the ultimatum Asquith had pronounced,
in rather emphatic terms, against the ultimate annexation of the
Republics. From this opinion he was later converted, partly
perhaps by disclosures of the extent of Kruger's secret preparations
for war. Campbell-Bannerman, on the other hand, from an early
period never wavered in the view that the future of the Republics
nrosfc be under the Union Jack, though he declared before the end
of 1S00—a time when such a declaration called for courage as well
as TOsotom—that they must be granted the fullest possible measure
within that allegiance.

